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The relay begins in Victoria, British Columbia, and finishes in 
Vancouver after nearly 28,000 miles across Canada. 

The United States has won 216 
Winter Olympic medals since 
1924, and 59 of them in the past 
decade.

The venues at 
Whistler Mountain

U.S. medal count 
on the rise

The city of Vancouver was founded in 1886 and the combined greater Vancouver area is now home to 
about 2.2 million people. It’s the main western transportation hub in Canada, and is one of the country’s 
largest industrial centers. Terrain elevations for the games will range from sea level in Richmond to 3,068 
feet in Whistler. 

Since the first Winter Games, 
Germany has 17 percent more medals 

than the second-most winningest 
country, Norway. This was accom-

plished even though Germany was not 
invited to compete in the 1924 and 

1948 games.

Note: 2009 country 
names apply; former 

Soviet Union 
republics have been 

grouped into one 
corresponding 

square.
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25
(Won 25 medals prior to 
dividing into the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia on Jan. 1, 1993.)

(Won 4 medals in 1984 and 1988 prior to splitting up.)

Medal winning countries 1924-2006

From Feb. 12 through Feb. 28, 2010, an 
estimated 5,500 athletes and officials from more 
than 80 countries will participate in the 21st 
Winter Olympic Games in Vancouver. It is also 

estimated that the games will be broadcast to 
about 3 billion people worldwide. The Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies will take place in front 
of an audience of about 55,000 people. 

Surrounded by mountain wilderness and nearby 
ocean the city is strongly committed to environ-
mental sustainability in all the projects needed 
to service the games.
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