
OLY 2010 CURLING: Graphic profiles the 
winter sport of curling; 3c x 10 inches; 
96.3 mm x 255 mm; stand-alone or with 
related stories; PCS, CK; ETA 1:30 p.m. 

 Editor’s Note: It is mandatory to include all sources that accompany this graphic when repurposing 
or editing it for publication

Retransmission of a graphic 
originally posted Dec. 28.
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urling is easily one of the most curious and 
obscure of all Winter Olympic events. But 

while curlers may not enjoy the notoriety of 
figure skaters and alpine skiers, the event will 
be hotly contested as the athletes savor the 
opportunity to compete on the world stage.

Hog line 
The stone must 

be released from 
behind this line 

Shoes 
One shoe has a Teflon 
or steel sole for gliding 

on the ice; the other 
shoe has a gripper 

sole for traction
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Rubber 
foothold 

from which 
curlers 

push off
to deliver

a stone
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EQUIPMENT 

Two teams – of 
four members 
each – 
alternately 
slide blocks of 
stone toward 
the center of a 
target known 
as the house. 
Teams may 
attempt to 
block and bump 
opponent’s 
stones. A match 
is made up 
of 10 ends.

ENDS
In each end, 
16 stones are 
delivered at the 
house – eight 
per team, two 
per player. The 
team with the 
stone closest 
to the house’s 
center – or 
button – wins 
the end.
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Skip
Establishes 
tactics and advises 
teammates on delivery;
throws last.

150 feet (45.7 meters)

33 ft. (10 m)
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Scoring 
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Button 
Center ring of 

the house

Keeping 
score

Stone
Made of a rare, 
dense granite 
weighing 38 to

44 pounds The sweeping action melts 
the ice reducing friction on 
the stone, allowing it to travel 
farther and straighter

Only the winner of the end is awarded points. One point is given for each 
stone closer to the button than their opponent’s. The end winner also 
throws first in the next end.

HOW 
TO PLAY

SOURCES: International Olympic Committee; Vancouver Organizing Committee; USA Curling Peter Santilli, Chris Kaeser • AP
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